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NO MATTER  WHERE  
YOU  ARE  IN  L I FE .  



WHAT IS OTECH? 
Surrounded by the scenic Wasatch Mountains, Ogden-Weber Technical College 
has offered hands-on technical education since 1971. The beautiful main campus 
and the Collette Mercier Campus – Business Depot Ogden offer convenient 
schedules, competency-based learning, and training opportunities in 
high-demand fields. With over 300 technical skills courses in 30 programs, the tech 
college serves over 6,000 students annually. 

At Ogden-Weber Tech, experience is everything. Students can level up no matter 
where they are in life to gain a career—not just a job. 

GRADUATES 
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976 
ADULT STUDENTS 

229 
HIGH SCHOOLERS 

TOTAL: 1,205 

STUDENT POPULATION 

4,582 
ADULT STUDENTS 

1,576 
HIGH SCHOOLERS 

TOTAL: 6,158 

OTECH has the highest 
number of adult students 
enrolled at a tech college 
in the state! 



Building a prosperous 
community by creating 

a technically skilled 
workforce 
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Letter from the President 

I spend a lot of time sharing the numbers behind the Ogden-Weber Tech story. In 2023, we 
served 6,158 students in 30+ programs with 200 employer partners. Our graduates see a 
1,291% return on investment. OTECH serves more adult students than any other Utah 
technical college, and 17% of all adults enrolled in technical education come from Weber 
County—higher than any other county in the state. 

This annual report is full of these numbers. But the most important number you’ll see is 
one—one skill learned, one career launched, one life changed, and one community made 
better. None of these achievements would be possible without each person who ensured 
they were built one student at a time. Thank you! 

55 
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in their first 10 years, otech 
alum earn more than students 

from all but one of utah’s 
public colleges or universities 

in the nation for return on 
investment and #1 in the state 

for post-graduation salary 
vs cost, a 1,291% roi 

Source: 
Georgetown Unversity Center on Education and the Workforce. 
(2022). Ranking 4,500 Colleges by ROI. 
https://cew.georgetown.edu/cew-reports/roi2022/ 

High-ROI states commonly have a well-developed technical 
college system. A preponderance of career-oriented majors 

at four-year schools also plays a role. 

- Foundation for Research on Equal Opportunity 

https://cew.georgetown.edu/cew-reports/roi2022


fabian martinez metal fabrication 

“This was one the best experiences I’ve ever 
experienced. Being a father of five kids who are heavily 

active in sports, and also working a full-time job, this 
school allowed me the resources and schedule to be 

able to finish my [program] of choice. I am very grateful 
for the opportunity to be able to attend OTECH.” 
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james trieu automotive service technology 

“This was a life altering experience. Being in my late 20s 
I never thought I was going to get any college 

experience. But OTECH has the doors to get you to 
where you want to go, and is a stepping stone to greater 

things. I want to thank all the instructors who gave me 
their time and pushed me to be the technician they 

knew I could be. Thank you for the great experience!” 
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laure simental nursing assistant 

“After being a stay-at-home mom for four years, 
OTECH made going back to school an easy transition. 
It was a great experience with the most amazing and 
knowledgeable teachers. I truly enjoyed my time at 
OTECH and all the resources available for students.” 

mimi hernandez business 

“I find that Ogden-Weber Tech is the most welcoming 
environment for those new to the college system or to 
those giving further education another shot. I'm happy to 
say I've finally accomplished my dream certification to start 
my future towards a greater life for myself and my family. 
Thank you to my instructors and all the students involved 
in creating a great experience here at OTECH.” 
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MARRINER S. ECCLES FOUNDATION 
FEATURED DONOR 
Thanks to generous donors like the Marriner S. Eccles Foundation, the OTECH Foundation provided 487 
student scholarships in 2023. Marriner Stoddard Eccles (1890-1977), the son of Scottish immigrants, was 
one of the West's most illustrious businessmen, a banker of national dimension and a key player in 
delivering the U.S. from the dark hours of the Great Depression and World War II. 

Raised in Logan, he was just 22 years old when his father, David Eccles, died suddenly, leaving him to care 
for his mother, eight younger siblings and the family's business interests. With only a high school 
education, Marriner founded the First Security Corporation multi-state banking empire and built 
businesses in construction, railroads, lumber, beet sugar, and more. 

In 1934, Marriner was tapped by President Franklin D. Roosevelt to craft national monetary policies and 
chair the U.S. Federal Reserve Board, serving for 12 years before returning to Utah. 

Marriner founded the Marriner S. Eccles Foundation in 1972 to provide philanthropic support to 
community organizations and higher education in Utah. Today Marriner’s nephew, Spencer F. Eccles, 
great-niece, C. Hope Eccles, and grandson, Jim Steele, are stewards of the Foundation’s legacy. The 
Foundation has proudly provided over $350,000 in scholarships to Ogden-Weber Technical College 
students since 1998. 

C. Hope Eccles says, “We see the life-changing impact these 
scholarships have on the lives of students and their families. 
We believe tech schools are the hidden gem of 
post-secondary education. OTECH students receive the best 
technical education and training in the state and are able to 
immediately impact our community in high-demand fields. 
We look forward to continuing our support of OTECH 
students.” 
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You can 
donate to student 
scholarships too! 
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C. Hope Eccles (left) and Spencer F. Eccles (right) 
OTECH students receive the best technical 
education and training in the state and are 
able to immediately impact our community 
in high demand-fields. 
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ELIJAH WHITNEY Computer aided design 
“Having a job right out of high school makes life a lot easier. The challenges ahead become easier 
and going to college becomes easier too.” 

Elijah Whitney took advantage of the opportunity to get a technical college certificate while in high 
school and is now making a six-figure salary at 19 years old. 

While attending DaVinci Academy, Elijah began taking courses in the Computer Aided Design (CAD) 
program just after he turned 16. He had seen his family struggle financially throughout the years and 
determined that the pattern of financial struggle was going to end with him. He wanted to secure his 
success as early as possible. 

Elijah completed the CAD program at the end of his junior year, with enough credits to help him graduate 
a year early from high school. Graduating early allowed Elijah the flexibility to start at Northrop 
Grumman, making $50.00 an hour as a contract design technician. 

With a certificate under his belt and a well-paying job secured, you would guess that Elijah was done with 
school. However, he decided to further enhance his skills by enrolling in OTECH’s business program and 
taking on more advanced courses in the CAD program. 

“I really liked the different manufacturing processes that I got to work with, hands-on,” Elijah said. “Being 
able to print something on a 3D printer and actually dig all the stuff out of it with my hands was very 
exciting to me.” 
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otech high school 
In April, Ogden School District broke ground for Ogden Technical 
High School on the OTECH main campus. This competency-based, 
dual enrollment technical high school will allow students to earn their 
college certificates while also completing their core graduation 
requirements.  OTECH High is scheduled to open its doors in time for 
the 24-25 school year and we couldn’t be more excited! 

skills usa champions 
Every year, students gather from all over the country to put their skills 
to the test. In June, OTECH sent four students to compete in the 
SkillsUSA National Competition in Atlanta, GA and three came home 
with medals. Students in the Barbering program won gold in the high 
school competition and bronze in the adult competition, and a 
student in the Cosmetology program won bronze in the high school 
competition. 

am stem 
The AM STEM program started five years ago with just a dozen 
students at Ben Lomond High School. Since then, the program has 
grown exponentially. This year, AM STEM expanded into Roy High 
School and graduated over 30 students with a Manufacturing 
Technician certificate. What started small at Ben Lomond is now a 
multi-district program with a long waitlist of schools and students 
eager to join. 

clock to credit 
Two years ago, the Utah Board of Higher Education asked technical 
instutions across the system to transition from a clock-hour model to 
a credit-hour model to better articulate with degree-granting 
universities. OTECH staff diligently got to work and on July 1, 2023, 
that transition was complete. 



over $1.5 million 
in scholarships were 

awarded to otech 
students in 2023 
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otech serves the most 
economically 

disadvantaged 
students in the state 

of OTECH students 
come from historically 

underrepresented 
groups 

tania rodriguez 
culinary arts 

I had such a great experience as a student of Culinary Arts 
and as a recipient of [my] scholarship [this] past year. It has 
greatly lightened the financial burden of my family, and 
receiving this scholarship has allowed me to put all my 
energy and focus on doing well in my classes. Thank you! 



Adult Headcount by County of Origin 
Source: USHE Institutional Financial and Performance Summary, 
2023 General Session 

17% 
Weber 

16% 
Utah 

15% 
Davis 11% 

Cache 
7%

Uintah 
 

6% 
Washington 
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3% 
Other US States, 

International 

25% 
Other UT 
counties 
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We value our partnership with OTECH 
and fully understand [that] this industry 
isn’t just about building things, it’s about 
people. 



VO BROTHERS MECHANICAL 
FEATURED EMPLOYER 
VO Brothers Mechanical has offered plumbing and mechanical process services to businesses, homes, 
and medical service providers along the Wasatch Front since 1994. 

VO Brothers Mechanical has called Ogden home since day one. Even with their focus on heavy industry, 
at the heart of their business is community. They have spent nearly 30 years ensuring that hospitals, 
manufacturing plants, and other essential facilities stay online and operational.  

In an industry that is only going to get faster and more advanced, VO Brothers Mechanical is grateful to 
have access to well-trained OTECH graduates so close to home. As VO Brothers Mechanical president, 
Josh VanOrden, describes, OTECH’s Plumber Apprentice Related Instruction program is essential for the 
success of their employees and business. 

“OTECH is a great partner in developing a career for our team members,” VanOrden said. “We 
incentivize our mechanics through school, and we are persistent [in] encouraging them to finish. The field 
leadership can only be attained at VO through completion of the apprenticeship program.” 

18 
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Each year, the Utah State Legislature allocates 
Custom Fit funds to encourage companies to 
pursue training that will maintain and grow Utah’s 
businesses. 

These subsidized trainings enhance the skills of 
employees to keep companies competitive in a 
constantly evolving industry. 

In 2023, the OTECH Custom Fit team broke 
records as they helped local businesses cover and 
receive customized trainings. 

companies assisted by 
custom fit 

(+13.9% from FY22) 

in direct training 
costs 

students sponsored 
by custom fit for 
otech programs 



BOARD OF TRUSTEES

fy 23 

Matt Wardle 
J.D. Machine
Chair

Kori Ann 
Edwards 
GOED, Vice Chair 
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Cori Anderson 
PwC 

Nancy Blair 
Ogden School 
District Board of 
Education 

Cameron Cook 
The Boyer 
Company 

Christine 
Jacobson-Ware 
Wasatch 
Pharmacy Care 

Mark Jenkins 
Petersen 
Incorporated 

Slade Opheikens 
R&O 
Construction 

Don Salazar 
Weber State 
University Board 
of Trustees 

William Shafer 
Lucky Slice Pizza 

Paul Widdison 
Northrop 
Grumman 



FOUNDATION BOARD

fy 23 

Bricklie 
Bertagnolli 
Vernon Graphics, 
Chair 

Heidi Doman 
Wasatch Peaks 
Credit Union, 
Vice Chair 

Paul Bachman 
Smith Knowles 
PC, Chair 

Mary Barker 
Powell 
Foundation 

Stacy Bernal 
See Stacy Speak 
LLC 

Kelly Cardon 
Kelly Cardon & 
Associates 

Nicole Cypers 
America First 
Credit Union 

Nathan Felix 
Powell 
Foundation 

Heidi Flitton 
Equitable 

Shelly Florence 
Retired 

Alicia Martinez 
Midtown 

Robert Nannini 
Bio-Med 
Engineering, Inc. 

Kimberly Penrod 
Wadman 
Corporation 
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Teresa Puskedra 
Ogden Surgical-
Medical Society 

Diane Sedgwick 
Retired 

Karen Von Colln 
Von Colln 
Financial Group 

Anna Whitnack 
Davidson 
Ogden Police 
Department 
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AAMCO TRANSMISSIONS & TOTAL CAR CARE ARDENT MILLS AUTOZONE BIG O TIRES BRAKE TIME BOB’S BURT BROTHERS TIRE & SERVICE CODY’S AUTO REPAIR & SALES DANY’S TIRES & AUTO REPAIR DAVIS COUNTY DISCOUNT TIRE FIX AUTO OGDEN GREASE MONKEY GRIFF’S GARAGE GRIFFIN FAST LUBE, LLC GROUND LEVEL 
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ROBBINS-GIOIA, LLCSYSTEMIC FORMULAS THE SERVICE BUREAU KADINCE ARW ENGINEERS AUGER RACKBGW ARCHITECTS BOTT PANTONE ARCHITECTS CASE, LOWE & HART INC CHROMALOXCIVIL ENGINEERING CONSULTANTS DESIGN-TEK TOOL AND PLASTICS INC GREAT BASIN ENGINEERING NUCOR BUILDING SYSTEMS QNERGY 

TOTAL QUALITY SYSTEMS, INC VULCRAFT AUTOMATED STRUCTURES FRESENIUS GARDNER ENGINEERING HHI CORPORATION RICHARDS SHEET METAL ASSOCIATED GENERAL CONTRACTORS CASTRA-CON CONSTRUCTION CONCEPTS & CONSTRUCTION CRH AMERICAS MATERIALS, INC DEPARTMENT OF WORKFORCE SERVICES GERBER 

CONSTRUCTION, INC. HOGAN & ASSOCIATES CONSTRUCTION HUGHES CONSTRUCTION KLM WOODWORKS, LLC LAYTON BROTHERS CONSTRUCTION MORGAN ASPHALT R&O CONSTRUCTION RALPH L WADSWORTH CONSTRUCTION RJP CONSTRUCTION WADMAN CORP WHITAKER CONSTRUCTION ASSOCIATED BRIGHAM CONTRACTORS 

INCORPORATED BIG-D CONSTRUCTION A CURL GIRL AMBIANCE SALONARTISTIC HAIR BLANK CANVAS SALON CHRISTY’S SALON SENSATIONS CLASSIC BEAUTY SALON COOKIE CUTTERS COPPER JOHNS BARBERSHOP CUT HUT SALON EDEN AND EMERALD SALON ELECTRIC REVERIE EVERGREEN BEAUTY HAVEN FIG SALON GUILTY 

PLEASURES SALON HELLO PRETTIES INSATIABLE KARE SALON INSPIRED SALON IRON SHEARS LAGOON LATHER SALON UTAH OOH LA LA & FRIENDS OPAL & OVIE SALON PANACHE HAIR REFLECTIONS SALON RINSED HAIR LOUNGE SALON COUTURE SALON CRAZE SALON JOLIE SALON SATORI SEPHORA SHANDELIER SALON & SPA 

SHEAR DIMENSIONS SISTERS SALON SMART CUTS SMART STYLE SOUL BEAUTIFUL SALON SPORTS CLIPS STUDIO 1030 STUDIO B & CO. SUPER CUTS TENNELLES HAIR STUDIO TEXTURES SALON URBAN ALLURE SALON & STUDIOS VARA SALON SUITESGREAT CLIPS DOLLAR CUTS CAFE RIO ESS EDUCATION HABIT BURGER HARMONS 
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MARRIOTT OGDEN DECKS POSITIVE POWER RHOADES ELECTRIC TEMPORARY POWER SERVICES TRIPLE D SOLAR & ELECTRIC WEBER HUMAN SERVICES ADAMS ELECTRIC ALL IN ONE ELECTRIC ALL PRO ELECTRIC AMERICAN NUTRITION APEC ELECTRICAL BDB ELECTRIC BLACK DIAMOND EXPERTS BLACK RHINO ELECTRIC BLUE OWL 
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CRUX SOLUTIONS CTI CONSTRUCTION DC ELECTRIC ELECTRICAL POWER AND CONTROLS ELECTRICAL SUPPORT SERVICES ENVISON ELECTRICES SOLAR ESCO SERVICES FOX & HOUND ELECTRICAL CONTRACTING, INCFREESTONE ELECTRIC INC. GALEFORCE ELECTRIC GEARY ELECTRICGENEVA ROCK GWEN’S ELECTRIC, L.L.C. H&M 
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ELECTRIC SDS CONSTRUCTION LLC SEWELL ELECTRIC COMPANY SUMMIT VALLEY ELECTRIC TAYLOR ELECTRIC TB ELECTRICAL TEC ELECTRIC THE WEST END THURGOOD PLUMBING TOTAL POWER & CONTROLS LLCTURNER ELECTRIC TWO WIRE ELECTRIC UTAH HEAT CABLE  V K ELECTRIC VALLEY ELECTRIC WASATCH HEAT CABLE 
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